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SUBJECT: MORE COMMENTARY ON MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS 

REE: THESSALONIKI' S 0222 

1. CONTINUING ITS COMMENTARY OE CONCERN OVER LAST 
SUNDAY' S FIRST ROUND OF MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS, CON- 
SERVATIVE "ELLINIKOS VORRAS" TODAY PUBLISHED FRONT-PAGE 
COMMENTARY BY ITS SENIOR EDITOR ELIAS KYROU DECRYING 
ELECTION IN MANY IMPORTANT MUNICIPALITIES OE SLATES 
SUPPORTED BY COMMUNISTS, PASOK AND "OTHER POLITICAL 
FORCES NOT FRIENDLY TO GOVERNMENT". KYROU SAYS IT 
RELATIVELY UNIMPORTANT WHETHER ELECTED MAYORS ARE 
COMMUNIST OR NOT. OF IMPORTANCE IS THAT THEY 
ACCEPTED "COLLABORATION AND SUPPORT OF COMMUNISTS" 
AND HAVE "MORAL AND POLITICAL DEPENDENCE UPON THEM ", 
NOT TO MENTION THOSE "PURE-BRED COMMUNISTS" WHO 
WERE ELECTED. 

DESPITE GOVERNMENT EEFORTS , EDITOR WRITES, 

ELECTIONS IN BOTH THESE MUNICIPALITIES AND IN VILLAGES, 
WHERE A LARGE NUMBER OE OPPOSITION SLATES VOTED IN, 
BECAME POLITICIZED. THIS WILL SOON BECOME EVIDENT 
SINCE THESE UNITS CONSTITUTE "BASIC CELL" OF SELF 
GOVERNMENT AND COUNTRY' S PUBLIC LIFE. ELECTIONS 
PROVED AGAIN, HE CONCLUDES, THAT "WELL ORGANIZED, 
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CAN PLAY POLITICAL ROLE "GEOMETRICALLY" DISPROPORTIONATE 
TO SIZE. 

3. ACCOMPANYING FRONT PAGE PIECE OBSERVES THAT 
NON-COMMUNIST CANDIDATES FOR MUNICIPAL COUNCIL ON 

SLATE OF EDA AND PASOK- BACKED MAYORALTY CANDIDATE PAPADOPOULOS 

FELL FAR BEHIND COMMUNISTS WHO HAD ORGANIZED 

PARTY SUPPORT ON SAME TICKET. IT CHARGES 

COMMUNISTS ARE PREPARING "NEW OFFENSIVE" TO SEIZE 

MUNICIPALITY OF COUNTRY' S SECOND CITY AND URGES COALITION 

OF NON-LEFT FORCES BEHIND CENTRIST CANDIDATE ZANNAS TO HEAD 

OFF THIS THREAT. 

4. COMMENT: MORE CONCERN IS BEING HEARD AS TO PROSPECTS 
FOR LEFTIST GRAB OF OFFICE IN MAYOR AND MUNICIPAL COUNCIL 
RUN-OFF NEXT SUNDAY. ONE REPORT CIRCULATING IS THAT 
CAMPAIGN TEAM TO SPEARHEAD PAPADOPOULOS DRIVE IS ARRIVING 
HERE FROM ATHENS TODAY, WHILE ANOTHER HAS IT THAT DEFEATED 
CANDIDATES TSIROS AND PASCHOS ARE URGING THEIR FOLLOWERS TO 
CAST BLANK BALLOTS RATHER THAN VOTE FOR ZANNAS AS "PROTEST" 
GESTURE. AFTER TWO DAY HIATUS, ELECTIONEERING HERE 
GATHERING STEAM FOR SHOWDOWN VOTE THIS WEEKEND. 
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